Over 100 civil society organisations celebrate Supreme Court ruling on Rwanda but urge caution

A coalition of 129 civil society organisations today released a joint statement on the Supreme Court’s ruling on the Government’s plan to expel asylum seekers to Rwanda. 
A broad range of human rights, asylum and migrants rights organisations including Liberty, the Joint Council for Welfare for Immigrants, Refugee Council and the Runnymede Trust have signed a joint statement, which welcomes the Supreme Court ruling and calls on the Government to protect the rights of people seeking sanctuary.  
“While we are relieved that the Supreme Court has stalled the government's plans this time, we know that the fight is far from over,” said Aria Danaparamita, advocacy director at the Joint Council for Welfare of Immigrants (JCWI). She continued, “It shouldn’t take a Supreme Court ruling for the government to accept that it is grossly inhumane to banish people who come seeking sanctuary here to another country, particularly where they have no connection and no guarantee of safety.”  
She added, “Our clients, many of whom were already traumatised from making their way to our shores, have lived in constant fear of being sent away to potential abuse, torture, even death. Forced resettlement, whether in Rwanda or elsewhere, is completely unacceptable. We will continue to fight against this government’s hostile immigration policies. People who come to this country seeking safety should be welcomed and housed in our communities, where they belong.”
Akiko Hart, Interim Director at Liberty agreed. She said:
“We all have the right to live safe and flourishing lives. The Government’s extreme and inhumane plan to send people seeking asylum to Rwanda violates those rights – and the courts agree.  
In this country, we have important checks and balances that protect us all and stop the Government from violating our rights. This system protects people from irreversible harm such as torture and death. And it protects everyone in the UK by safeguarding our rights and dignity and allowing us to seek justice when we need it. 
This Government is trying to change the rules so that only they can win by dismantling the protections that keep us safe and allow us to challenge injustice. We all have human rights by virtue of being human, no matter how hard the government tries to divide us. We must protect everyone’s human rights – especially those seeking safety and protection from harm.”
Peter Wieltschnig, Policy and Networks Officer at Focus on Labour Expoitation (FLEX) added:
"This ruling is a win for many, including victims and survivors of modern slavery across the UK. The fear created by the Rwanda plan has already been used to trap people in exploitation, suggesting to victims that they’re safer with their exploiter than coming forward to an official. The Government must now earnestly take up the real work of addressing the root causes of exploitation in a compassionate and evidence-based way." 
Anna Miller, head of policy and advocacy at Doctor’s of the World UK agreed:
“We welcome today’s decision from the court. The forced removal of people to Rwanda – or any other place outside of the UK – was always unacceptable on both medical and humanitarian grounds, and as a medical organisation we fundamentally opposed it. 

We would now urge the government to focus its attention on delivering practical and humane solutions to the delays in our asylum system. Central to this will be ensuring everyone who arrives in the UK is treated with dignity and provided with the safety they need whilst their asylum claim is decided.”

For the full statement please see https://shorturl.at/dyOY8
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