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PRESS RELEASE                              FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
    
                                                 
We call upon the Scottish Government to heed the recommendations of the Equalities, Human Rights and Civil Justice Committee’s report 
and take action to safeguard the human rights of the people attacked 
by the Illegal Migration Act 2023


We welcome the Equalities, Human Rights and Civil Justice Committee’s recommendations published in their latest report about asylum seekers in Scotland.  In particular, we support the Committee’s strong messaging on using powers within devolved competence of the Scottish Parliament to combat the negative impacts of the Illegal Migration Act 2023, and to improve the lives of asylum seekers in Scotland.   

The Inquiry report made some key conclusions recognising concerns about hotel asylum accommodation, very limited access to legal advice across Scotland, the urgent need to continue to support victims of trafficking and ensuring unaccompanied children are safeguarded. Support was also declared for concessionary travel for asylum seekers in Scotland, as well as for further investment in improving access to healthcare and education. 

We note from the report and recent media reporting that the Committee is seeking urgent clarification as to whether unaccompanied asylum-seeking children are or were accommodated in hotels by local authorities (para 228 of the report).

We made reference in our evidence to children being accommodated in a hotel within Glasgow City Council. This was accurate. Between January 2022 and June 2023, we represented six unaccompanied children who were accommodated in a hotel for periods ranging from 3 weeks to several months. We recognise that this happens due to severe resource constraints. Our evidence on this point stressed the need for additional funding and support to the statutory sector to ensure that hotels are not being used to accommodate children. 

While we welcome the Scottish Parliamentary Committee’s report, we are simultaneously very concerned at the lack of concrete action by the Scottish Government to respond to the threats posed by the Illegal Migration Act 2023.  The Act was published as a Bill over seven months ago.  

The devastating effects of the Act on areas of policy and practice within devolved competence – including combating trafficking and exploitation, and child protection – were immediately clear. Alongside partners, we have provided legal analysis and recommendations to help the Scottish Government respond in concrete and practical ways. 
The Scottish Government has committed to develop mitigations against the Act’s impact in the immediate and longer term. We appreciate there are constitutional complexities at play. But time is running out to take action in what is a human rights emergency in Scotland.  

We call upon the Scottish Government to heed the recommendations of the Committee’s report, reaffirm its commitment to take action, and say clearly and publicly what steps it will take to safeguard the human rights of the people attacked by this egregious Act.  

ENDS 

Media contact: press@justrightscotland.org.uk
 
NOTES FOR THE EDITORS 

About the Report 
[bookmark: _Hlk149210340]Publication of the Equalities, Human Rights and Civil Justice Committee report titled ‘The Human Rights of Asylum Seekers in Scotland’, dated 24 October 2023.  JustRight Scotland was asked to provide evidence during the Committee’s Inquiry.

About JustRight Scotland 
JustRight Scotland works to defend and extend people's rights.  
We work in partnership with like-minded organisations who share our vision of a fairer and more equal Scotland, by helping people use equalities and human rights law as an effective tool for social change: https://www.justrightscotland.org.uk

About unaccompanied children in hotels 
It was reported from multiple media outlets that “conflicting evidence” was emerging on this issue from the report. JustRight Scotland provided evidence during the Committee’s Inquiry.

About our Legal Analysis 
Together with the Scottish Refugee Council (SRC) and the Children and Young People’s Commissioner Scotland (CYPCS), we commissioned a legal opinion from Kay Springham KC, to better understand the impact of the Illegal Migration Bill on Scottish Ministers, public authorities, and their responsibilities in devolved areas.

About the Scottish Government 
Scottish Government-led summit on the Illegal Migration Bill took place on 21/06/2023. It was attended by bodies like Cosla, Police Scotland and the Crown Office as well representatives from the voluntary sector.
Following this national event, the Scottish Government affirmed its commitment to develop reasonable and impactful mitigations in both the immediate and longer term.
	JustRight Scotland

JustRight Scotland is a Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation (SC047818) which provides legal services through its limited liability partnership, JustRight Scotland LLP which trades as JustRight Scotland (SO305962). This firm has been authorised to act as solicitors by the Law Society of Scotland (Registered No 53703). 
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