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This factsheet covers the rights that people who are in Scotland under one of the Ukraine Schemes have when accessing primary, secondary and further education. It also briefly covers these rights for Ukrainians on other visas.


Your rights under the Ukraine Schemes

People with leave to remain under the one of the Ukrainian have the right to study and to work in the UK and do not need a student visa in order to study.
· The Ukraine Family Scheme allows for family members to join or accompany a UK-based family member if they were ordinarily resident in Ukraine on 31 December 2021.
· The Homes for Ukraine Community Sponsorship Schemes allows for Ukrainians and their family members to travel to a sponsor in the UK if they were ordinarily resident in Ukraine on 31 December 2021. 
· The Ukraine Extension Scheme allows Ukrainians and their family members who had a visa on or after 1 January or on 18 March 2022 to switch to a three-year visa.

As a Ukrainian citizen, you may be in Scotland through other visas, such as to work or study in the UK. This factsheet will also briefly cover the right to Study in Scotland if you have come to Scotland through one of these routes. If you wish to know more about your visa entitlements and options then you should seek immigration legal advice. Ukraine Advice Scotland can provide free advice: http://ukraineadvice.scot. 
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Primary and Secondary Schools
Parents are responsible for ensuring that their children are educated. They usually do this by sending their child to school. In Scotland, every child has the right to a free place at primary and secondary school, irrespective of their immigration status.
Local councils run schools and are required to provide school places for children of school age who have not yet turned 16 years of age at the time of enrolment. If you have questions about your child’s free place in your local school, you should contact your local council for advice and information.
The UK government is providing additional funding to councils to provide education services for children from families arriving from Ukraine under this scheme. Local councils will gain funding for each pupil they support from early age (ages 2-4), primary (ages 5-11), and secondary (ages 11-18). This funding includes support for children with special education needs and disabilities.


Further and Higher Education
Universities in the UK can have university fees and living costs that students would have to meet while they study. People can look at the course information for a particular course to see what the fees would be and what help with fees may be available. 
The Scottish Government has amended the student finance regulations to allow people with pending applications or leave to remain under the Ukraine Schemes to access student funding, both for help with tuition and for living cost support. The rules require Ukrainians and their families who want help with fees and living cost support at university in Scotland to be ordinarily resident in Scotland. This means that Ukrainians who come to the United Kingdom and live in England, Wales or Northern Ireland will not be eligible for financial help from the Scottish Government to attend university in Scotland. 

It has also been announced that Ukrainian students will be treated as ‘home students’ at English Universities: https://www.timeshighereducation.com/news/ukrainian-refugees-get-home-fee-status-english-universities and in Welsh universities: https://gov.wales/written-statement-support-higher-education-students-seeking-sanctuary-war-ukraine.  It is often useful to contact the specific University or course provider to discuss student funding, because some courses have scholarships and other funding sources available. 
Many university degrees in Scotland last for several years (3-4 years) and at present the Ukraine Scheme visas are for 3 years. We hope that in the future the UK government will put in place a renewal or settlement route to allow safety and stability for Ukrainians who have made their homes in the UK. However, it is likely to be important to seek legal advice at least six months before your visa is due to expire (for example you may wish to create a clear plan of the different options to ensure you can finish your course).
There are also further education courses offered by colleges and many of these may be free of charge for Ukrainians so long as the ordinary course eligibility requirements that also apply to British nationals are met. It should be possible to ask at the individual college and seek advice from a local advice service, such as a Citizens’ Advice Bureau (Bureaux | Citizens Advice Scotland (cas.org.uk)).



Ukrainian Citizens already in the UK on work, study or visit visas
Ukrainians and their dependents in the UK on the above visa routes may not have the right to study or change course of study. They could consider switching to the Ukraine Extension Scheme or to another visa route. However, in some cases moving visa routes may impact on routes to settlement. If you are not sure what your right to study is with your current visa then you may wish to seek individualised immigration legal advice. Ukraine Advice Scotland can provide free advice: http://ukraineadvice.scot.






Further information for Primary and Secondary Education
Registering your child for school through the Scottish Government: https://www.mygov.scot/register-your-child-for-a-school
Citizens Advice Scotland is a useful resource to let you know your and your child’s rights when it comes to education: https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk/scotland/family/education/school-and-pre-school-education-s/








Further information for Further and Higher Education
 Student Action for Refugees provides some relevant information: https://star-network.org.uk/
If you have any questions about your right to study in the UK you can contact Ukraine Advice Scotland: https://www.justrightscotland.org.uk/what-we-do/migrant-refugee-rights/ukraine-advice-scotland/
For details on funding sources and how courses are funded it is best to start by contacting the college or university. You could also seek advice from your local Citizen's Advice Bureau: https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk/scotland/about-us/get-advice-s/
The Open University has provided some free educational resources for Ukrainians who are arriving in the UK and Ireland: https://www.open.edu/openlearn/supporting-ukrainians. 
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