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Your housing rights under the Ukraine Schemes
If you have arrived in Scotland under one of the Ukraine Schemes then you will have the right to access public funds, which includes homelessness support. You also have the right to live and work anywhere in the United Kingdom, so you can rent privately and arrange your own accommodation if you are in a position to do so.

Homes for Ukraine Community Sponsorship Support

If you have arrived in the UK under the Homes for Ukraine Sponsorship Scheme with the Scottish Government as a super sponsor, then the Scottish Government has committed to offering you free accommodation when you first arrive, if you need it. This will usually be accommodation in a hotel at first, while you discuss a longer-term plan for your accommodation. More information can be found here: https://www.gov.scot/publications/getting-to-scotland/

Arrivals on the Homes for Ukraine Community Sponsorship scheme with an individual sponsor will go straight to their host. If this breaks down, you may need to access homelessness support.

Ukraine Family Scheme 
If you arrive under the Ukraine Family Scheme, you will have a family sponsor. That person may not be able to house you, or may only be able to house you short-term. You may have to make your own arrangements if your relative does not have enough space to accommodate you. See below regarding accessing housing and homelessness support.
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Local Authority Housing Duties
If you have arrived in the UK under one of the Ukraine Schemes, whether or not you start off in short-term hotel accommodation, emergency legislation has been put in place to ensure you can access housing and homelessness support as soon as you arrive, if you need to. 
Scotland is divided into “local authority areas” also referred to as ‘Councils. Each local authority has housing duties in relation to the people living in its area. 

THEY MUST:
1. Assess anyone in their area who presents as homeless to determine whether they need to accommodate them immediately, in temporary accommodation, because they owe them a homelessness duty;
2. Allow anyone in their area to apply to a housing allocations scheme, enabling them to be assessed for placement on a waiting list for a longer-term social sector tenancy; and
3. Make sure none of their services discriminate against people, on the basis of things like nationality and what their first language is.

This means that they must provide interpreters where needed, so that people can access their homelessness and housing allocations services.
You can find which local authority you are in here: https://tinyurl.com/2p8zzpn4
Further information
If you have any difficulty:
· securing short-term hotel accommodation; or
· applying to your local authority to be housed temporarily as homeless; or
· applying for a longer-term housing allocation; or
· anything else related to your housing situation;

You can call Shelter Scotland on their free helpline:
	0808 800 4444


Your local Citizens’ Advice Bureau (CAB) should be able to provide advice and assistance with applying, if you need it. You can find its contact details and opening times by clicking on the link, and entering a postcode: https://www.cas.org.uk/
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Immigration and Asylum Legal Routes 
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