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Whichever of the legal immigration routes you took to seek safety in Scotland, emergency legislation has been put in place to ensure you can access NHS healthcare. 


Your healthcare rights under the Ukraine Schemes

All people who are living in the UK under one of the Ukraine Visa Schemes have the right to access free NHS emergency and non-emergency healthcare, along with their spouse, civil partner, or child. 

This includes:  
· Free primary healthcare (the right to register with a GP), and 
· Free secondary healthcare (hospital-based treatment)

If you have a visa under one of the Ukraine Schemes after fleeing Ukraine i then Scotland has guaranteed free access to NHS healthcare, including hospital services, GP and nurse consultations, urgent care centres and injury units, family planning services, and trauma recovery and sexual abuse services. You will be offered COVID-19 vaccines and medical screenings.   
Primary healthcare is usually free for everyone in the UK, but some ‘overseas visitors’ can face charges for secondary healthcare. The NHS (Charges to Oversea Visitors) (Scotland) Regulations have been amended so that people who are legally present in the United Kingdom and who fled Ukraine are entitled to healthcare on the same terms as British residents. 
A person is legally present in the United Kingdom if they have British citizenship/a Right of Abode or if they would need a visa and they have one. This includes people from Ukraine who have visas under the Ukraine Visa Schemes, visit visas and other kinds of visa. Asylum seekers are entitled to free healthcare even if they do not have a visa and there are some other exemptions. If you are not sure if you are entitled to free healthcare you can contact Ukraine Advice Scotland: http://ukraineadvice.scot/ or you may wish to seek immigration legal advice to confirm your rights and entitlements.
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Registering with the NHS
To access the full range of NHS services available, people from Ukraine and their families now in Scotland should register with a General Practitioner (GP). GP’s coordinate a person’s care. Registering with a GP will mean your individual NHS reference numbers will be assigned to you, which is important for accessing further services. 

You should register with a GP when you have arrived in Scotland rather than before you arrive. 

To register with a GP, you will need to know the address of where you will be living. The NHS has a directory so that you can find where your nearest GP is: https://www.nhsinform.scot/scotlands-service-directory/gp-practices
 
Information on how to register with a GP practice is available at: https://www.nhsinform.scot/care-support-and-rights/nhs-services/doctors/registering-with-a-gp-practice

Once your registration with a practice is complete, you may be asked for copies of your ID or proof of address.



Further information
 
If you have questions about your rights to access NHS healthcare, or if you think you have been discriminated against in accessing healthcare, you can seek help and advice from: 
NHS Inform: https://www.nhsinform.scot/care-support-andrights/health-rights/access/accessing-andusingthe-nhs-in-scotland 
Patient Advice & Support Service (PASS) at your local Citizen’s Advice Bureau (https://www.cas.org.uk/pass). PASS is independent and provides free, confidential information, advice and support to anyone who uses the NHS in Scotland 
Free legal advice is available from Ukraine Advice Scotland: http://ukraineadvice.scot/
 Your local Citizens’ Advice Bureau (CAB) should be able to provide advice and assistance. You can find its contact details and opening times by clicking on the link, and entering a postcode: https://www.cas.org.uk/ 
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