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What is the Homes for Ukraine Scheme?
It is a community sponsorship visa scheme offering a humanitarian three-year visa in the United Kingdom for Ukrainians and their immediate family members. 

People can apply online with a named individual sponsoring them. If they do not have a named sponsor they can apply with an organisation sponsor, selecting either the Scottish or Welsh government as their sponsor. Applications for the scheme are free of charge and can be made online at: https://www.gov.uk/guidance/apply-for-a-visa-under-the-ukraine-sponsorship-scheme.

More information about the scheme is available in our factsheet on Immigration and Asylum Legal Routes to Scotland: https://www.justrightscotland.org.uk/what-we-do/migrant-refugee-rights/ukraine-advice-scotland/. 

Has the visa application been granted? 
Every person who wishes to travel to the United Kingdom under the Homes for Ukraine Scheme needs their own visa, so every family member (including children) needs to submit their own application and receive their own visa decision. 

People who attend a visa application centre to provide their biometrics will usually receive a paper visa (usually a sticker ‘visa endorsement’ in their passport). People who apply online using an international travel (biometric passport) may receive a ‘permission to travel letter’ rather than a visa. If someone wants to confirm what a permission to travel letter looks like, they can see the example text at page 10 of this document: https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1067484/Ukraine_Scheme_in_country_variation_guidance.pdf.  

A welcome message from the Scottish government or NHS is not a permission to travel letter or visa, so if someone has received these messages they still need to wait for the visa decision. 

Do people need to tell anyone before they travel to the UK? 
Once a visa application has been granted the person is free to travel to the United Kingdom. If they are sponsored by an individual host, they should make arrangements with the host for their arrival. 

If the person is sponsored by the Scottish government, they do not need to contact anyone before they travel. They will first need to travel to a welcome hub. One main welcome hub in Scotland is accessed from Edinburgh Airport and people can travel there for initial assessment and support: https://www.edinburghairport.com/flysafe/arriving-passengers/welcoming-refugees-from-ukraine. There are also welcome stalls running at Glasgow Central Station and Edinburgh Waverley Train stations during the day and other welcome hubs are likely to be running in due course. Once a person attends a welcome hub they will arrange accommodation (likely initially in a hotel) and help make a plan for next steps or to find a host family. 
 
The welcome hub contact email for Edinburgh is Ukraine@edinburgh.gov.uk, for Dumfries and Galloway is: ResettlementProject@dumgal.gov.uk and for Renfrewshire is: HomesforUkraineEnquiries@renfrewshire.gov.uk. There is no need to email ahead of travelling to the United Kingdom. If a person has additional support needs they may wish to contact the hub and/or local authority’s social services department before they arrive.  

How do people get to the UK? 
The Scottish government has set out information on travelling to Scotland here: https://www.gov.scot/publications/getting-to-scotland/. 

The Eurostar is offering some free travel from France to London: https://www.eurostar.com/uk-en/travel-info/service-information/eurostar-travel-updates. There is free train travel within the United Kingdom for Ukrainians within the first 48 hours after they arrive: https://www.nationalrail.co.uk/ukr-travel.aspx. 

How do people bring pets with them to the UK? 
Information on bringing a pet to the United Kingdom from Ukraine is online: https://www.gov.uk/guidance/bringing-your-pet-to-the-uk-from-ukraine. 

If people are told that they need to provide an address for home isolation for a pet they may need to contact their sponsor or one of the welcome hubs to ask for an initial arrival address. 

What will happen at the United Kingdom border? 
If the person has a permission to travel letter then their passport should be stamped with six months permission to enter. If they have an entry clearance visa (usually valid for three months) then this will be stamped on arrival. 

What do people need to do about their immigration case after they arrive in the United Kingdom? 
General immigration information about what to do after arriving in the UK is set out here: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/immigration-information-for-ukrainians-in-the-uk-your-next-steps?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=ba5d9876-aba4-490e-ac73-49b073e222f5&utm_content=daily. 

If the person arrived in the United Kingdom using a ‘permission to travel letter’ and received a six month entry clearance stamp they need to apply for a biometric residence permit before the six months leave to enter runs out. More information on this process is on the UK Government’s website under ‘Extending your stay in the UK’: https://www.gov.uk/guidance/apply-for-a-visa-under-the-ukraine-sponsorship-scheme.

If the person attended a Visa Application Centre and provided biometrics then they should check their visa grant decision letter for details of where to collect their Biometric Residence Permit after arrival in the United Kingdom. 

At the moment the Homes for Ukraine Scheme does not include a route to settlement (indefinite leave to remain) in the United Kingdom, so if this is something the person is interested in then they may wish to seek immigration advice once they arrive in the United Kingdom. Some Ukrainians may make a claim for asylum once they are in the United Kingdom and people who want to claim asylum should do so without delay: https://www.gov.uk/claim-asylum. 

What rights will people have in the United Kingdom with the Homes for Ukraine visa?
The Homes for Ukraine Scheme Biometric Residence Permit should be valid for three years. 

Once people arrive in the United Kingdom under the Homes for Ukraine Scheme they will have the right to work, rent, access healthcare, public funds (which includes homelessness assistance and social welfare benefits) and to live and move freely in the United Kingdom. People can travel abroad and return to the United Kingdom while their visa is valid, including back to Ukraine. Children will have the right to access education and the Scottish Government has announced support to access University education will be put in place soon: https://www.gov.scot/news/free-tuition-for-displaced-ukrainian-students/. 

Do people have to stay with their sponsor?
Homes for Ukraine Scheme visas are not dependent on living with the sponsor and people can move to other accommodation if they wish to do so. People sponsored by the Scottish government do not have to stay in Scotland and are permitted to live anywhere in the United Kingdom.

If the relationship with an individual sponsor breaks down, they may wish to contact their local authority/council for help. If they want to move to a new sponsor, they should also speak to their local authority to see if this is possible. 

If people leave the Homes for Ukraine Scheme hosting process they may lose access to some additional parts of the scheme. For example new arrivals are entitled to £200 each may receive additional advice around integration and finding longer term accommodation which they are unlikely to get if they never arrive in the hosting area. There is also a risk that if people leave the area where they were sponsored and become homeless somewhere else, then it might become more difficult to access local authority homelessness support in the new area. 
Advice
People may wish to seek individualised legal advice and representation. For people on a low income in Scotland they may be eligible for legal aid. The Law Society of Scotland has a solicitor finding tool on its website: https://www.lawscot.org.uk/find-a-solicitor/. 
Other sources of free legal advice include:
· Immigration and asylum: Ukraine Advice Scotland, run by JustRight Scotland – 
https://www.justrightscotland.org.uk/what-we-do/migrant-refugee-rights/ukraine-advice-scotland/ 
· Housing: Shelter Scotland – https://scotland.shelter.org.uk/about_us/contact_us 
· General: Citizen’s Advice Bureau – https://www.cas.org.uk/bureaux 












Further information
The UK Government has produced a welcome guide for new arrivals: https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1077442/Ukraine_Welcome_Guide.pdf   
The Home Office has produced some immigration factsheets available in English, Russian and Ukrainian: 
https://homeoffice.brandworkz.com/BMS/albums/?album=2807&lightboxAccessID=DF7212AE-B062-4A32-8756151CA5BADD05
The Scottish Refugee Council is running free weekly sessions: https://www.scottishrefugeecouncil.org.uk/information-for-people-in-scotland-affected-by-the-crisis-in-ukraine/
Asylum Welcome has produced detailed welcome information: https://www.asylum-welcome.org/ukraine-support/ 
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