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For people outside the United Kingdom
The main legal routes for people outside the United Kingdom to travel to Scotland are: 

1) UKRAINE FAMILY SCHEME
To apply to the Ukraine Family Scheme you have to be Ukrainian or the family member of a Ukrainian applying under the scheme and have been residing in Ukraine on or immediately before 1 January 2022. The Sponsor in the UK must be either British, settled, have pre-settled status or refugee status/humanitarian protection in the UK. The application is free of charge and full details of the eligibility information and how to apply can be found online: https://www.gov.uk/guidance/apply-for-a-ukraine-family-scheme-visa. 
People granted leave to enter on this route will be given a visa with a window to enter the United Kingdom and details of where they can collect their biometric residence permit in the United Kingdom. 
People granted leave to remain on this route will have three years leave to remain with access to public funds, the right to work and freedom of movement within the United Kingdom. 

2) HOMES FOR UKRAINE SPONSORSHIP SCHEME
To apply you have to be Ukrainian or the family member of a Ukrainian applying under the scheme and have been residing in Ukraine on or immediately before 1 January 2022. Applications for the scheme are free of charge and can be made online at: https://www.gov.uk/guidance/apply-for-a-visa-under-the-ukraine-sponsorship-scheme. 
The Sponsor must have leave to remain for at least six months and commit to hosting the person applying for at least six months. There are Frequently Asked Questions available online at: https://www.gov.uk/guidance/homes-for-ukraine-scheme-frequently-asked-questions and more detailed guidance for sponsors online at: https://www.gov.uk/guidance/homes-for-ukraine-sponsor-guidance.
If you do not have a sponsor you can select ‘I am being sponsored by an organisation’ and then select the ‘Scottish government’ as the sponsoring organisation. You would receive support from the Scottish government on arrival (and may be placed with a host at that point). More information is available online at: https://www.gov.scot/news/scheme-opens-for-displaced-ukrainians/. 
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People granted leave to enter on this route may be given a visa with a window to enter the United Kingdom and details of where they can collect their biometric residence permit in the United Kingdom. People who applied online using a biometric passport may be given a permission to travel letter and have their passports stamped with a six month entry visa on arrival. Information on obtaining a biometric residence permit is available on the government website for the scheme (as above). 
People granted leave to remain on this route will have three years leave to remain with access to public funds, 
the right to work and freedom of movement within the United Kingdom. Their sponsor should house them on 
arrival and each family member can request a £200 arrivals grant from their local authority. Individual sponsors 
can receive a £350 tax-free thank you payment and people hosted by the Scottish government should approach 
a welcome hub on arrival for housing and other assistance.

3) OTHER VISA ROUTES
Ukrainians can still apply to travel to the United Kingdom on mainstream visa routes, such as on visit, work and study visas. Applicants would need to meet the normal immigration rules for these routes and applications usually have an application fee. General information about the UK’s immigration routes is available online at: https://www.gov.uk/apply-to-come-to-the-uk.


For people inside the United Kingdom
The main options for Ukrainians stranded in the United Kingdom due to the invasion are: 

1) UKRAINE EXTENSION SCHEME 
This scheme is planned to launch on 3 May 2022 to allow those who had visas in the United Kingdom at the start 
of the year to apply for further leave to remain. The full details of the scheme have not yet been published, but it 
is likely to allow Ukrainians in the United Kingdom on short term visas (such as work, study and visitor visas) to switch onto a three year visa with the right to work and access public funds. It is unclear currently what family reunion routes will be linked to this scheme. 

2) UKRAINE FAMILY SCHEME 
Applications under the Ukraine Family Scheme (as above) can also be made from within the United Kingdom. 
The same eligibility criteria apply: https://www.gov.uk/guidance/apply-for-a-ukraine-family-scheme-visa. 

3) HOMES FOR UKRAINE SPONSORSHIP SCHEME (outside the rules only as no in-country route 
under the rules)
There is no in-country route for the Homes for Ukraine Sponsorship route. If people did apply in-country due 
to exceptional circumstances this would be requesting a decision outside of the normal rules. 


4) ASYLUM
Many people fleeing Ukraine are at real risk of persecution due to their nationality and/or ethnicity or at risk 
of very serious harm due to the Russian invasion of Ukraine. People in this situation may wish to claim asylum: https://www.gov.uk/claim-asylum. People in the UK with a pending asylum claim can request help with housing and money if they would otherwise be destitute: https://www.gov.uk/asylum-support/how-to-claim. There are currently significant delays in the UK asylum system and individualised legal advice and representation is recommended. 

5) OTHER VISA ROUTES
A number of relatively minor concessions were put in place for people on short term visas on 8 March 2022, 
details are online here: https://www.gov.uk/guidance/ukrainian-nationals-in-the-uk-visa-support. These include some increased flexibility about switching between visa routes. In general though the basic eligibility requirements for immigration routes have to be met and visa applications usually require a fee to be paid. Generally, a person cannot apply for most visa routes from within the United Kingdom as an overstayer, but Ukrainians in this situation should seek individualised legal advice.


For people arriving through the Common Travel Area from Ireland
The main options for Ukrainians stranded in the United Kingdom due to the invasion are: 

There is no hard border between Northern Ireland and the Republic of Ireland and British and Irish nationals are able to cross this border freely due to the Common Travel Area. 
Ukrainian nationals are not able to rely on the Common Travel Area between the Republic of Ireland and the United Kingdom in order to enter the United Kingdom freely. If Ukrainians cross into the United Kingdom from 
the Republic of Ireland without a visa then this may be treated as illegal entry, which can be a criminal offence. 
It can be a defence to illegal entry to cross a border for the purpose of claiming asylum. In circumstances where people have crossed into the United Kingdom through Ireland, or without a visa, it is important that people seek 
to regularise their immigration status as a priority. People in this situation are likely to benefit from individualised legal advice. 
If Ukrainians arrive at a United Kingdom port (ferry port or airport) from the Republic of Ireland without a visa, 
then the best course of action is for them not to leave the port without speaking to an immigration officer and being granted permission to enter the United Kingdom. Immigration officers have the power to grant entry to Ukrainians arriving at these ports through a process of coded entry/discretionary leave to remain. However once a Ukrainian has left the port without a visa they are more likely to be treated as being in the United Kingdom without permission.





Applications for Unaccompanied Minors 
In a case where a part of the application rules for the Ukraine Schemes cannot strictly be met, it is still possible to submit an application outside of the rules. The compassionate circumstances should be explained and evidenced. Sometimes the digital application form cannot be submitted without certain information so if any incorrect information is entered on the form to allow it to be submitted the correct information should be submitted elsewhere on the application (in an uploaded letter or in the free text box on the ‘documents’ page, for example). We are aware of applications from Ukrainians being granted outside of the main rules where there are compassionate circumstances.

Travel to Scotland
The Scottish government has created this webpage with details of how to get to Scotland if a visa is granted: 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/getting-to-scotland/. 







Further information
The Home Office has produced some information factsheets available in English, Russian and Ukrainian: 
https://homeoffice.brandworkz.com/BMS/albums/?album=2807&lightboxAccessID=DF7212AE-B062-4A32-8756151CA5BADD05
You may wish to seek individualised legal advice and representation. For people on a low income in Scotland they may be eligible for legal aid. The Law Society of Scotland has a solicitor finding tool on its website: https://www.lawscot.org.uk/find-a-solicitor/. 
Other sources of free legal advice include:
· Ukraine Advice Scotland, run by JustRight Scotland:
https://www.justrightscotland.org.uk/what-we-do/migrant-refugee-rights/ukraine-advice-scotland/ 
· Ukraine Advice Project: https://advice-ukraine.co.uk/ 
· Here for Good’s Ukraine Project: https://www.hereforgoodlaw.org/ukraine
· Free advice from Settled: https://settled.org.uk/ukraine-family-scheme-frequent-asked-questions/
· Barnardos’ Ukraine Family Advice service: 
https://www.barnardos.org.uk/what-we-do/helping-families/ukrainian-helpline 
The Scottish Refugee Council is running free weekly sessions: https://www.scottishrefugeecouncil.org.uk/information-for-people-in-scotland-affected-by-the-crisis-in-ukraine/



















Sponsored by the Scottish Government
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